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Years of Promoting Inclusive Play Space
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The first step in King’s Park
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The birth of Playright was closely related to several supportive parties, including:
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These three pioneers with vision addressed the issue of a lack of public awareness in
children’s play, which could be attributed to the traditional Chinese mindset of “Diligence has its
reward, play has no advantages.” and the insufficiency of accessible play space. They founded
a charitable organization, Playright Children’s Playground Association in October 1987.
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It follows Playright’s first project with the focus exactly on playgrounds. The ex-Urban Council

invited Playright to join hands and co-fund, creating a remarkable children’s playground.

o



D
NS

2}

~

BELBARGESHNED EEITEBR - ER R RERRELIRIREE H
ARG/ NVIZEGSE IR RTEMMBABLEZRMNEMRE S ; TN RIS 4
NI AEXFBEISRIEZRL—FaR

Playright undertook the important role in concept design, including devising the theme, play
elements and accessible play environment standards. Our current Advisor, Architect Joseph
Kwan Kwok-lok, who served as Chairperson of our Play Environment Committee for many
years, made major contributions. As for play facilities manufacturing and construction, the
Industrial Centre of the Hong Kong Polytechnic was commissioned to be in charge.
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rJ Themed with “Voyage to the Moon”, a brand-new children’s playground

in King’s Park was officially opened on 1 December 1989, officiated by
the Governor’s wife, Lady Wilson.
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A giant step in Tuen Mun
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A change of one word in our name from “Playright Children’s Playground Association”
to “Playright Children’s Play Association” in 2002 signifies the step we have taken
toward a wider scope in advocating children’s play. Our efforts in play space never
come to a standstill as we continue to provide consultancy services, training and safety
inspections to the play spaces in parks, public and private housing estates, malls, schools,
libraries, charitable organizations and hospitals.
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Cottiflad Playground Salaty inapector Course [USA)
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Playright addresses the play needs of children with special needs and disabilities. We particularly
attend to the safety standards and inclusive designs of public playgrounds. A seminar
“Playgrounds for All” was held on 25 November. Invited by the Leisure and Cultural Services
Department (LCSD) in the seminar, we submitted suggestions on public education for the
provision of the first inclusive play facilities at Quarry Bay Park. The Department adopted our
suggestions, and then carried out website promotion and leaflet distribution to schools.
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However, the public awareness on play space was still low. As a joint effort with the Hong Kong
Committee for UNICEF, we released the research “Needs of Children with Disabilities Playing
in Public Play Space”. It revealed the problems of existing monotone playground design and
inadequacy of inclusive play facilities. We made the recommendation to the government that
playground design should cater for the needs of different users and extend to a variety of physical,
social and sensory play experiences. The location should be proximate to residential units for
easy access of children. What’s more, if children’s voices could be incorporated in the design
process, the quality and quantity would further be uplifted to meet international standards.
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Our challenge was to identify the stakeholders
related to public playgrounds and we deemed
the best option was to organize a design
competition, which could not only share
knowledge with professionals and tertiary
education sectors, but also communicate
cIoser with varlous government departments
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Hence, the “Inclusive Play Space Design Ideas

Competition” was held from February to October.
More than 54 entries were received.
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The Prize Presentation cum Opening Ceremony of Exhibition was held on 11 October. LCSD
entrusted the ArchSD to study the winning design concepts, aiming to adopt feasible and
creative elements in the Tuen Mun Park (TMP).
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After two rounds of public consultation, the ArchSD adopted the winning concepts in the overall
design of the enhancement works of the TMP’s children’s playground.

In July, the ground-breaking ceremony of “Inclusive Playground Pilot Scheme” at TMP was held.
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The Junior Playground Commissioner (JPC)
Incubation Programme @Tuen Mun, launched
for 14 months from September 2016 to November
2017, explored feasible plans of children’s
participation. The programme recruited a total of
17 junior secondary students from two schools
in the Tuen Mun District (Hong Chi Morninghope
School, Tuen Mun and Yan Oi Tong Tin Ka Ping
Secondary School). A series of child-friendly
activities were held, including play workshops,
playground experiences, inclusive design
workshops, etc.
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The JPCs expressed their views about the sensory walls and the floor pattern at the water play
area in TMP through drawings and models, and presented them to the Landscape Architects

from the ArchSD in person. After a thorough study, their views were adopted by the ArchSD
project team and brought into realization in TMP.
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Hong Kong’s first-ever inclusive playground which integrates public design blueprint and
children’s participation opened on 3 December. The opening ceremony was officiated by the
Chief Secretary for Administration, Mr Matthew Cheung Kin-chung. The JPCs were also invited
to witness their views being realized. This was an encouraging moment for them.
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After the opening of the children’s playground in TMP, its inclusive design, ground-breaking
blueprint and the adoption of children’s voices during the design process have been greatly
recognized and appreciated by different parties in society and professionals in the field.
Parents and children continue to flock to the playground, expressing their eagerness for
quality play spaces in the community.

EFF[E] & Government’s response
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Paragraph 35 of The Chief Executive's 2019 Policy Address mentions
that “upon completion of modification last year, the children’s playground
in TMP is very popular with parents and children. We plan to modify
more than 170 public play spaces managed by the LCSD over the next
five years.” i
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Playright's aim for the next decade is to contribute and bring about changes in four impact
areas of children’s play — Play Space, Play Provision, Play Time and Playful Adults. To create
a Playful City wherever children grow and are able to play is for the sake of children who make
up 14% of Hong Kong'’s population today, and exactly 100% of our future!
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role

F1THAEREE

King’s Park
Children’s Playground

4435
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Tuen Mun Park
Children’s Playground

1-12 -1989

3-12-2018

1 y 390 ;Efa?é meters

4, 30 0 ;gﬁe{ meters

Approx HK$3 850 000

(EEHHK$600,000 8 % B H)
(Of which HK$600,000 was
raised by Playright)

TR

Urban Council

Appré‘?(. HK$28,500,000

BFERXIEEHE
Leisure and
Cultural Services
Department

BEEEREE
Responsible for
management and
operation
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Architectural Responsible for
Services design and project

Department management
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Organized talks and workshops on design
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Published Inclusive Play Space Guide
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Organized public competition and exhibition
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Provided play environment consultancy
services on inclusive play facilities, which
ranged from design review, safety inspection,
compliance certification, operation &
maintenance training and evaluation report
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Organized “Junior Playground Commissioners
Incubation Programme”, which created an
ideal model of child-participation
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Tuen Mun Park Children’s Playground
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1st engaged children’s participation and 1st with water and sand
true realization
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1st accorded with inclusive playground Environment Consultant for ArchSD
design principles and play elements
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